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 Exchange of money, employment, goods, or services for sex, including sexual favors or 

other forms of humiliating, degrading or exploitative behavior is prohibited. This includes 

exchange of assistance that is due to beneficiaries.

 Sexual relationships between humanitarian workers and beneficiaries are strongly 

discouraged since they are based on inherently unequal power dynamics. Such 

relationships undermine the credibility and integrity of humanitarian aid work.

 Where a humanitarian worker develops concerns or suspicions regarding sexual abuse or 

exploitation by a fellow worker, whether in the same agency or not, he or she must report 

such concerns via established agency reporting mechanisms.

 Humanitarian workers are obliged to create and maintain an environment which prevents 

sexual exploitation and abuse and promotes the implementation of their code of conduct. 

Managers at all levels have particular responsibilities to support and develop systems which 

maintain this environment.
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A survivor-centred approach creates a supportive environment in which the survivor’s rights and wishes 

are respected, their safety is ensured, and they are treated with dignity and respect. A survivor-centered 

approach is based on the following guiding principles: 

• Safety: The safety and security of the survivor and her/his children is the primary 

consideration. 

• Confidentiality: Survivors have the right to choose to whom they will or will not tell their 

story, and any information should only be shared with the informed consent of the survivor.  

• Respect: All actions taken should be guided by respect for the choices, wishes, rights and 

dignity of the survivor. The role of helpers is to facilitate recovery and provide resources to 

aid the survivor. 

• Non-discrimination: Survivors should receive equal and fair treatment regardless of their 

age, gender, race, religion, nationality, ethnicity, sexual orientation or any other 

characteristic3. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Definition taken from the United Nations Glossary on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse: Thematic Glossary of current terminology 

related to Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) in the context of the United Nations. 2nd Edition 
2  Definitions taken from 

3 Definition taken from UNFPA Managing Gender-Based Violence Programmes in Emergencies, E-Learniing Companion Guide 
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