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The I Care campaign is asking the Canadian government to invest more money
toward international assistance. As part of a larger aid budget, we urge increased
investments in sustainable agriculture for smallholder farmers, especially women. This
will help Canada achieve its goals on gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls, as well as global goals including the Sustainable Development Goals
and the Paris Climate Agreement.
A generous contribution to ending global poverty and hunger can transform the
lives of millions of women and children around the world.

Find out more about the I Care campaign and Canadian aid online:
www.foodgrainsbank.ca/Icare

A Case for Agricultural Development:
Agriculture provides food, income and jobs, and hence can be an
engine of growth in agriculture-based developing countries and
an effective tool to reduce poverty in transforming countries 1
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In the developing world 86%
of rural people make their
living from agriculture. 2
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In agricultural based economies, agriculture generates
29% of GDP and employs 65% of the overall workforce 2

3

EFFICACY OF GDP GROWTH ORIGINATING IN AGRICULTURE

EFFICACY OF GDP GROWTH ORIGINATING OUTSIDE AGRICULTURE
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GDP growth originating in agriculture is at least twice as
effective in reducing
2 poverty as GDP growth originating
outside agriculture. 2

There are three main reasons why agriculture is an effective way to reduce poverty, build
vibrant rural economies and provide a foundation for country-wide economic growth:

FARM INCOMES

EMPLOYMENT

RURAL ECONOMY

For the poorest households,
agriculture is a critical income
source. Growth in agriculture
that leads to higher farm
proﬁts has a direct
impact on poverty
1
reduction.

Improvements to
smallholder agriculture have
a direct and positive
correlation with more
opportunities for farm
labourer jobs. 4

Increases in agricultural
outputs also leads to
employment growth in the
local non-farm sector as a
response to higher
domestic demands. 5

We need more investments in agriculture, including aid, to reduce
poverty, improve food security, and stimulate economic growth.
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